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that we may die more and more unto sin, and 
bring forth the fruits of righteousness and holiness 
to the praise of thy great name. 


AuMiIGHTY Gop, Creator of heaven and earth, 
we give Thee most hearty thanks for our creation, 
preservation, and especially for our redemption 
through the bitter passion and death of thy Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. We bless Thee for all the 
help and succor Thou hast given us in our neces- 
sities, for thy fatherly comfort in our tribulations, 
for the means of grace and for the hope of glory. . 
And we beseech Thee ever to preserve in our. 

hearts such gratitude for thy manifold mercies 
that we may continually show forth thy praise. 
Renew us also more and more by thy word and 
Spirit in the image of thy Son, that we may honor 
and glorify. Thee, until we come at last, through 
all the trials of this present life, into the glory of 
thy heavenly kingdom. 
Here may be ‘introduced any special Collect or Peti- 

tion suitable to the occasion. : : : 

O Gop, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of 
whom the whole family in heaven and earth is 
named, grant, we beseech Thee, thy blessing upon 
the Church which He has redeemed with his most 
blood. Extend her borders, and preserve 

er from all the assaults of her enemies. Send 
down thy heavenly grace upon all her pastors 
and congregations, and unite all thy people in 
the bonds of truth, of righteousness and of peace. 
Increase the number of faithful missionaries of 
thy Word, so that the waste places of thy Zion 
may be speedily supplied. Send out thy light 
and thy truth throughout the whole world, and 
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THANKSGIVINGS. 
A General Thanksgiving. 


O Gop, giver of all good and fountain of all 
mercies, in whom are the springs of our life, all 
glory, thanks and praise be unto Thee for thine 
ever-flowing goodness, for thy faithfulness, which 
is from one generation to another, for thy mercies, 
which are new every morning, fresh every mo- 
ment and more than: we can number, for seed- 
time and harvest, and summer and winter, and 
nights and days, throughout the year, for food 
and raiment and shelter, for health and reason, 
- for childhood and age, and youth and manhood, for 
thy fatherly hand ever upon us in sickness and in 
health, in joy and insorrow, in life and in death, 
for friends and kindred and kind benefactors, for 
homeand country, forthy Church and for thy gos- 
pel, yea, Lord, for that there is nothing for which 
we may not bless and thank Thee. And therefore 
‘do we take the cup of salvation and call upon thy 
name, and pay our vows now in the presence of all 
thy people, humbly beseeching Thee to accept 
this our becoming service and bounden duty, even 
as we offer it, in the name and through the infinite 
merits of thy Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


Thanksgiving for Harvest. 


ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, we yield Thee 
hearty thanks for all thy goodness, and especially 
for this thy bounty again bestowed upon us, who, 
through thy providence and tender mercy, have 
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covenant; and we humbly beseech Thee to put 
these words into our minds and write them in our 
hearts, that we may delight in thy law after the 
inward man, and serve Thee in newness of spirit, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who with. ‘Thee 
and the Holy Ghost liveth and reigneth, ever one 
God, world without end. Amen. 


Here may be introduced any additional Prayers suit- 
able to the occasion. 


A Psalm or Hymn may now be sung. 


The Minister may then deliver a brief Sermon or 
Address. cite cd 


Then the Minister shall address the people, as follows: 


BELOVED IN THE LorD: Our blessed Saviour, 
Jesus Christ, when He was about to finish the work 
of our redemption by making Himself a sacrifice 
for our sins upon the cross, solemnly instituted the 
Holy Sacrament of his body and blood, that it 
might be the abiding memorial of his precious 
death, the seal of his perpetual presence in the 
Church by the Holy Ghost, the mystical exhibi- 
tion of his one offering of Himself made once, but 
of force always, to put away sin, the pledge of his 
undying love to his people, and the bond of his 
living union and fellowship with them to the end 
of time, eee Serene 
- Tt has not been without reason, therefore, that 
the celebration of the Lord’s Supper has ever been 
regarded by the Church as the inmost sanctuary of 
the whole Christian worship. We have to do 
here, not with outward signs merely, but with the 
heavenly realities which these signs represent. 
Therefore, itis plain that the table of the Lord 
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forming him for immortality. And when after- 
wards, through the fraud and malice of Satan, he 
fell by transgression from that first estate, Thou 
didst not leave him still to perish utterly in his fall, 
but wast pleased to raise him up again and to 
restore him to the joyful hope of everlasting life, 
by the promise of redemption through Jesus Christ, 
who, being God of God, very God of very God, 
dwelling in the bosom of the Father with unspeak- 
able blessedness from all eternity, at last, when 
the fulness of the time was come, came down from 
heaven and became man for us men and for our 
salvation. : , 

For all thy mercies and favors known to us and 
unknown we give Thee thanks. But most of all 
we praise Thee for the gift of thine adorable, true 
and only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ, who by 
his appearing hath abolished death and brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel. 
We bless Thee for his incarnation, for his holy 
life on earth, for his sufferings and death upon 
the cross, for his resurrection from the dead, and 
for his glorious ascension to thy right hand, We 
bless Thee for the giving of the Holy Ghost, for 
the institution of the Church, for the means of 
grace, for the hope of everlasting life, and for 
the glory which shall be brought unto us at the 
coming and in the kingdom of thy dear Son, 

- Thee, mighty God, heavenly King, we magnify 
and praise. With patriarchs and prophets, apostles 
and martyrs, with the holy Church throughout all 
the world, with the heavenly Jerusalem, the joyful 
assembly and congregation of the ‘first-born on 
high, with the innumerable company of angels 
round about thy throne, the heaven of heavens, 
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displeased, and said, Suffer the little children to 
come unto Me and forbid them not; for of such is 
the kingdom of God. Verily, Isay unto you, Who- 
soever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a 
little child, he shall not enter therein. And He 
took them up in his arms, put his hands upon 
them and blessed them. g 

» Therefore, taking encouragement from these 
words, and firmly believing that the promise of 
the new covenant is to our children no less than 
to ourselves, let us call upon God the Father, in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that of his 
bounteous mercy He may receive this child,.and 
through the holy Sacrament of Baptism seal to 
him the remission of sins and the gift of a new and 
spiritual life, that being washed from Ais sins, and 
delivered from the power of evil, he may be made 
a member of Christ’s holy Church unto eternal 
salvation. 

Here the Congregation shall rise, and continue stand- 

ing until the Baptism is ended. 


- AtmicutTy and everlasting God, who of thy 
great mercy didst save Noah and his family in the 
ark by water, and also didst safely lead the chil- 
dren of Israel, thy people, through the Red Sea, 
figuring thereby thy holy Baptism, and by the 
Baptism ‘of thy well beloved Son, Jesus Christ, in 
the river Jordan, didst sanctify water to the mys- 
tical washing away of sin, we beseech Thee for 
thine infinite mercies. graciously to look upon 
this child, to wash him, and sanctify him with the 
Holy Ghost, that. he may be received into the ark 
of Christ’s Church, and: being: steadfast in faith, 
joyful through hope and rooted in charity, may so 


44 - FAoly Baptism, 


what to believe and how to live. Finally, you are 
to see to it, that he be brought at the proper time 
to the Minister, to be instructed in the Catechism, 
and prepared for confirmation and the Holy Com- 
munion, that he may heartily renew his baptismal 
vows, renounce in his own name the world, the 
flesh and the Devil, profess Jesus Christ, and ever. 
honor this profession by a holy life and conversa- 
tion, to the glory of God and the salvation of his 
voul.. > 

shen shall the Minister pronounce this Benediction : 


“THE peace of God, which passeth all under- 
‘tanding, keep your heart and mind through Jesus 
christ. Amen. Rear 


BAPTISM OF ADULTS. 


[Before adults are baptized the Minister and Elders 
Shall be satisfied that they understand the fundamental 
truths of the Chrisiian religion and are governed by 
them in their lives, : 

Adults should be baptized publicly, either in the 
church or elsewhere, in the presence of a worshiping 
assembly. The Minister shall unite the rite of Con- 
firmation with their Baptism, by laying his hands upon 
them and pronouncing the Benediction, as in the Office 
of Confirmation.] _ 


When adults present themselves for Baptism, pure 
water having been provided in a font, or some 
other clean vessel fit and decent for the sacred 
ordinance, the Minister shall say : 

DEARLY BELOVED: That you may know and 
rightly understand, from God’s holy word, the 
meaning and importance of the Sacrament of Bap- 
tism, hear first what Jesus said to Nicodemus: 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be 
born.of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
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Wilt thou be baptized in this faith? 
Ans. I will. 


Dost thou promise to follow Christ, and keep 
his commandments all the days of thy life? 


Ans. I do. 


Then shall the Minister ask the name of the Candi- 
date, and requiring him to kneel down, shall 
baptize him, saying: 

N., I baptize thee in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Then shall the Minister lay his hands on the head 
of the person baptized, and confirm him, saying: 

THE very God of peace sanctify you wholly ; and 

T pray God your whole spirit and soul and body 

be preserved’ blameless unto the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 


Then the person or persons rising, the Minister shall 
proceed: 5 4 


Let us pray. 


WE yield Thee hearty thanks, most merciful 
Father, that it hath pleased Thee to vouchsafe unto 
this person thy holy Baptism. And we humbly 
beseech Thee to grant that he, being dead unto sin 
and living unto righteousness and being buried 
with Christ in his death, may crucify the old 
man and utterly abolish the whole body of sin; 
and that as he is made partaker of the death of thy 
Son, he may also be made partaker of his resur- 
rection, so that finally, with the residue of thy 
holy Church, he may be an inheritor of thine ever- 
peane kingdom, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

men, finda 
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And in Jesus Christ, his only-begotten Son, our 
Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary ; suffered under Pontius 
Pilate ; was crucified, dead and buried; He de- 
scended into hades; the third day He rose from 
the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty ; 
from thence He shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy: catholic 
Church, the communion of saints; the forgive- 
ness of sins; the resurrection of the body ; and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

The Minister shall now say: 
~ Let us pray. 

AutmiguHtTy and everlasting God, who out. of 
infinite mercy in Christ Jesus hast through holy 
Baptism received these thy servants into the 
communion of the Church, strengthen them, we 
beseech Thee, O Lord, through the Holy Ghost, 
the Comforter, and daily increase in them the 
manifold gifts of thy grace, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the 
Lord, now and forever. Amen. © F : 
Then, the Congregation still standing, the Catechu- 

mens shall kneel, and the Minister, laying his 
hand on the head of each one successively, shall 
say: 

Tur very God of peace sanctify you wholly; 
and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and 
body be preserved blameless unto the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen, 

Here all kneeling. rood peer ae 


Let us pray. fhRS DAK & 


a 


56 Marriage. 


Then the Minister, laying his hand upon the joined: 
hands of the pair, shall say: 

Forasmuc as you, M and W., have consented. 
together in holy wedlock, and have witnessed the 
same before God and this company, I pronounce 
you man and wife, in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 


Tose whom God hath joined together let not 
man put asunder. 


Let us pray. 


O Gop, who by thy mighty power hast made all 
things of nothing, who also didst appoint that out 
of man, created after thine own image and simili- 
tude, woman should take her beginning, and knit- 
ting them together didst teach that it should never 
be lawful to put asunder those whom Thou by 
matrimony hadst made one, look mercifully upon 
these thy servants, that both this man may ‘ove 
his wife, according to thy word (as Christ did love 
his spouse the Church, who gave Himself for it, 
loving and cherishing it even as his own flesh), 
and also that this woman may be loving and faith- 


- ful to her husband, and in all quietness, sobriety 


and peace, be a follower of holy and godly matrons. 
O Lord, bless them both, and grant them to inherit 
thine everlasting kingdom, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. : 


Our Father who. art in heaven, Hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation. But deliver us from evil. .-For thine 


) 
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fear, with what solemn forethought, with what 
holy caution, you should approach unto it, as you 
are now doing in the present transaction, and 
with how great care and study also you ought to 
apply yourself, that: you may appear hereafter to 
have been worthy of being put into the Christian 
ministry by being found faithful to. its mighty 
trust. Know, at the same time, that for this you 
are by no means suflicient of yourself, All proper 
sufficiency here is from God alone, to whom there- 
fore you should pray earnestly, through the media- 
tion of our only Saviour, Jesus Christ, for the 
heayenly assistance of the Holy Ghost ; that giving 
yourself wholly to this office, with daily meditation 
and study of the Scriptures, you may be able to 
make full proof of your ministry, being nourished - 
up in the words of faith and good doctrine, and 
showing yourself a pattern to others in piety and 
godly living. In doing this, thou shalt both save 
thyself and them that hear thee. And when the 
chief Shepherd shall appear, you ‘shall receive a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away. 
_. And now, that this congregation of Christ may 
also understand your views and will in these 
things, and that you may yourself also the more 
feel the binding force of what you, thus publicly 
profess and promise, we call upon you to make 
answer plainly to these following questions, which 
we now propose to you in the name of God and of 
his Church. \ : 

Do you receive the holy Scriptures as being 
the true and proper word of God, the ultimate rule 
and measure of the whole Christian faith? . 


Ans, I do. 
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cise your ministry in the same with faithful dili- 
gence, showing all proper regard for its laws and 
ordinances, and all suitable obedience to its lawful 
government in the Lord? 


_ Ans. So I confess and so I promise. 


Here the Candidate shall be directed to kneel; the 
Ministers shall lay their hands severally upon 
his head, and the presiding Minister shall say: 


In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the chief 
Shepherd and Bishop of the Church, and trust- 
ing in the power of his grace, we ordain, 
consecrate and appoint you to the ministry of 
reconciliation, to proclaim his gospel, to dis- 
pense his holy Sacraments, to administer Christian 
discipline in his Church, and to be wholly set 
apart as an instrument to his use in the salvation 
of our fallen race; and to this end may the blessing 
of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Ghost, rest upon and abide with you always. 
Amen. 

He shall then rise, when each of the Ministers in turn 
shall give him the right hand of fellowship, 
‘saying: : 

We give: you the right hand of fellowship, to 
take part with us in this ministry. E 

‘ Or this: 2 

Our fellowship is with the Father and with the 
Son and with the Holy Ghost. 


When the new Minister is to be installed at the same 
time as Pastor of the Charge in which he is 
ordained, the Installation services shall now go 
forward according to theform prowded for that 
purpose. If there be no installation, the pre- 
Siding Minister shall here say : f 


Let us pray, beloved brethren, to God, the 
Father Almighty, that He may be pleased to 
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multiply his heavenly gift upon this his servant, 
whom he hath called to the office of the holy min- 
istry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Then kneeling down: 


ALMIGHTY GoD, most merciful Father, who of 
thine infinite goodness hast given thine only Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be our Redeemer and the author 
of everlasting life, who after that He had completed 
our redemption and was ascended into heaven, 
poured down his gifts abundantly upon men, 
making some apostles,.some prophets, some evan- 
gelists, some pastors and :teachers, for the edifying 
and perfecting of his body, the Church, send 
down, we beseech Thee, the anointing of the Holy 
Ghost upon the head of this thy servant, who has 
now been set apart in thy name, through the 
solemn act of ordination, to the office of teacher 
and ruler in Christ’s Church. Grant unto him, 
O most merciful Father,: such fulness of thy 
grace, that he may be a faithful and wise steward 
whom Thou settest over thy household, using the 
authority Thou givest him, not unto destruction, 
but unto salvation; that he may bean able minis- 
ter of the new testament, knowing how he ought 
to behave himself in the house of God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashanied, rightly dividing 
the word of truth; that he may be a true preacher 
of righteousness, a faithful leader of the blind and 
of them that are out of the way, a light unto 
those who are in darkness, a watchful guardian 
over thy fold, and a follower of the true Shepherd 
who giveth his life for the sheep. Make his feet 
beautiful to. png? the gospel of peace, and to 


bring glad tidings of good things. Give him power 
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But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd 
of the sheep. “Io him the porter openeth and 
the sheep hear his voice; and he calleth his own 
sheep by name and leadeth them out. And when 
he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before 
them, and the sheep follow him, for they know 
his voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but 
will flee from him, for they know not the voice of 
strangers. This parable spake Jesus unto them, 
but they understood not what things they were 
which He spake unto them. Then said Jesus unto 
them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am 
the door of the sheep. All that ever came before 
Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not 
hear them. I am the door; by Me if any man 
enter in he shall be saved, and shall go in and out 
and find pasture.. The thief cometh not but for 
to steal and to kill and to destroy; I am come 
that they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly. I am the good shepherd; 
the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 
But he that is a hireling and not the shepherd, 
whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, 
and leaveth the sheep and fleeth, and the wolf 
catcheth them and scattereth the sheep. The 
hireling fleeth because he is a hireling, and careth 
not for the sheep. Iam the good shepherd, and 
know my sheep, and am known of mine, As the 
Father knoweth Me, even so know I the Father; 
and I lay down my life for the sheep. And other 
sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also 
I must bring, and they shall hear my voice, and 
there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 

Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, 
lovest thou Me more than these? He saith unto 
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Him, Yea, Lord, Thou knowest that I love Thee. 
He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. He saith to 
him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, 
lovest thou Me? He saith unto Him, Yea, Lord, 
Thou knowest that I love Thee. He saith unto 
him, Feed my sheep. He saith unto him the 
third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou 
Me? Peter was grieved because He said unto him 
the third time, Lovest thou Me? And he said 
unto Him, Lord, Thou knowest all things, Thou 
knowest that I love Thee. Jesus saith unto him, 
Feed my sheep. is 

This is a true saying, If a man desire the office 
of a bishop, he desireth a good work. A bishop 
then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, 
vigilant, sober, of good behavior, given to hospi- 
tality, apt to teach; not given to wine, no striker, 
not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a 
brawler, not covetous; one that ruleth well his 
own house, having his children in subjection with 
all gravity (for if a man know not how to rule 
his own house, how shall he take care of the church 
of God?) ; not a novice, lest being lifted. up with 
pride he fall into the condemnation of the Devil. 
Moreover he must have a good report.of them 
which are without, lest he fall into reproach and 
the snare of the Devil. 

And from Miletus Paul sent to Ephesus, and 
called the elders of the church. And when they 
were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, 
from the first day that I came into Asia, after what 
manner I have been with you at all seasons, serving 
the Lord with all humility of mind, and with 
many tears and temptations which befell me by 
the lying in wait of the Jews; and how I- kept 
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pack nothing that was profitable unto you, but 
have shewed you and have taught you publicly 
and from house to house, testifying both to the 

Jews and also to the Greeks repentance toward 
God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 
And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto 
Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall 
me there, save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in 
every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide 
me. But none of these things move me, neither 
count I my life dear unto m self, so that I might 
finish my course with joy, and the ministry which I 
have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the 
gospel of the grace of God. And now, behold, I 
know that ye all, among whom I have gus preach- 
ing the kingdom of God, shall see my face no more. 
Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I 
am pure from the blood of all men. For I have 
not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of 
God. Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and 
to all the flock over which the Holy Ghost hath 
made you overseers, to feed the church of God, 
which he hath purchased with his own blood. 

. Be thou an example of the believers, in word, in 
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 
Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhor- 
tation, to doctrine. Neglect not the gift that is in 
thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the 
laying on of the hands of the presbytery. Medi- 
tate upon these things, give thyself wholly to 
them, that thy profiting may appear to all. Take 
heed unto thyself and unto the doctrine; continue 
in them, for in doing this thou shalt save both 
thyself and them that hear thee. 

- ‘The elders which are among you I exhort, who 
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being set as pastor of this people, you will endeavor 
faithfully to discharge among them all the duties 
of your ministry, exercising the authority you hold 
as a true commission from our Lord Jesus Christ 
with becoming recollection of his presence, accord- 
ing to his commandments, and in due subjection 
to the rule that is over you in this Church? 


Ans. I promise so to do, with God’s help. 


Then addressing the church and Congregation, he 
shall say : 


DEARLY BELOVED: Ye have heard the solemn 
vows and engagements now taken by him whom 
you have ealled to be your pastor; now, then, we 
demand of you, do ye on your part receive him in 
this character and office, promising to show towards 
him such love, honor and fit obedience in the 
Lord as are due to an overseer and guide placed 
over you by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, the 
chief Shepherd and Bishop of souls? 


Ans. We do. 


On the ground of this mutual enagagement we 
do now, by the authority which has been delegated 
to us for that purpose, solemnly install you, V. W., 
as pastor of this people, committing them by this 
act as a part of Christ’s flock to your spiritual 
oversight and care. In the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 


Then addressing the Congregation, the presiding Min. 
ister shall say: 


LET us pray, beloved brethren, to the triune 
God, the fountain of all grace and glory, that He 
may be pleased to sanctify with his heavenly bless- 
ing the pastoral relation which has now been 
formed in his name. 
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ALMIGHTY GOD, most merciful Father, who of 
thine infinite goodness hast given thine only Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be our Redeemer and the author 
of everlasting life, who after that He had com- 
pleted our redemption and was ascended into 
heaven, poured down his gifts abundantly upon 
men, making some apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, some pastors and some teachers, for the 
edifying and perfecting of the Church, send down, 
we beseech Thee, the Holy Ghost upon thy serv- 
ant, whom Thou hast been pleased now to set over 
this people in the office of bishop and_pastor, 
and so replenish him with the truth of thy doc- 
trine and endue him with innocency of life, that 
he may faithfully serve before Thee, to the glory 
of thy great name.and the benefit of thy holy 
Church, through Jesus Christ, our only Mediator 
and Advocate. 


O Hoty Jesus, who hast purchased to Thyself a 
universal Church, and hast promised to be with 
her ministers to the end of the world, be graciously 
pleased to bless the ministry and service of him 
who is now appointed to offer the sacrifices of 
prayer and praise to Thee in this house, which is 
called by thy name. May the words of his mouth 
and the meditation of his heart be always accept- 
able in thy sight, O Lord, our strength and our 
Redeemer. 


Anp Thou, O God the Holy Ghost, sanctifier 
of the faithful, visit, we pray Thee, this congrega- 
tion with thy love ait favor; enlighten their 
minds more and more with the light of the ever- 
lasting gospel; graft in their hearts a love of the 
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vants of Christ, appointed in his name and by 
his authority to do the work intrusted to your 
care. From this you may see how much is com- 
prehended in your present ordination and induc- 
tion into office, and how needful it is that you 
should magnify your office, and make high account 
of its duties as a service to be rendered unto God, 
and not simply to men. 


ELDERS are appointed to assist and support the 
ministers of the word in the general government 
of the Church. They form, with the minister, in 
each particular ecclesiastical charge, a council in 
common for the spiritual supervision of the flock 
which is committed to their care. They are bound 
to take part, accordingly, in the work of the min- 
istry, so far as it has to do with this pastoral 
oversight andrule. They are to be the advisers and 
counsellors of the minister in his episcopal trust; 
they are to be to him as hands and eyes, acting 
with him and for him throughout the congrega- 
tion. It is their province to go before the flock in 
the way of Christian example, to watch over it in 
the Lord, to take an active interest in its spiritual 
welfare, to feel a responsibility for its condition, to 
be at hand in all circumstances with spiritual aid 
for its necessities and wants. It belongs to them, 
in virtue of their office, to visit the sick and the 
afflicted, to instruct the ignorant, to admonish 
such as are out of the way, to warn the unruly, to 
command and rebuke with authority in Christ’s 
name. To them, moreover, in conjunction with 
the pastor, belongs the whole discipline of the 
‘Church, its power of the keys, as exercised both in 
the form of censure and in the form of absolution. 
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TuE office of DEAcons has regard especially to 
the wants of the poor. On them falls the honor- 
able charge of looking after the desolate and 
needy, and of seeing that the charities of the 
Church are applied with proper effect to their 
daily wants. To them it belongs also to help the 
pastor in those other church ministrations which 
are directed immediately towards the more out- 
ward needs of the general household of faith, and 
to provide for his proper support, that he may give 
himself wholly to the work of the ministry. In 
discharging these duties they must, however, not 
lose sight of the true spiritual character of their 
office, which, although it may be thus occupied 
with outward and temporal things, yet remains 
always a proper branch of the Christian ministry, 
the last scope and purpose of which in all things 
can only be the eternal salvation of men in the 
world to come. Hence it is that so much stress is 
laid in the New Testament on the character and 
life of those who are called to take part in this 
work. They must be men of honest report, full of 
the Holy Ghost and wisdom, who may be able, . 
both by word and example, to help forward the 
great purpose of the gospel, making their minis- 
trations to the bodily necessities of the poor the 
occasion and means of a still better benefit to their 
souls. St. Paul, writing on this subject, in his first 
Epistle to Timothy, requires of them expressly 
virtues and merits of like sort with those which 
are needful for the office of the ministry in its 
inost exalted character. 

And now, brethren, having well considered the 
nature and design of these sacred offices, to the 
use of which you have been called respectively by 
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VISITATION OF THE SICK. 


When any one is sick, notice thereof shall be given 
tothe Minister, or, if any circumstance prevent 
his attendance, to one of the Elders of the 
Church, who, coming to the sick person, shall 
carefully inquire into his spiritual state, 


[If the sick person be not baptized, he shall be imme- 
diately instructed as to his duty in this respect, and 
urged to become obedient to the faith and enter into 
covenant with God. To this end the following Scrip- 
ture passages shall be read andexplained to him: Matt. 
28: 18-20; Mark 16: 16; John 8: 5; Acts 2: 88-41; Rom. 
6: 8-12; Gal. 8: 27; Col. 2:12; Titus8:5; 1 Peter3:21. If 
the sick person give evidence of true repentance and 
faith, the Minister shall baptize him in the presence 
of one or more Elders of the Church.] 


When the necessary examination has been made and 
the proper instructions and exhortations have 
been given, the Minister or Elder may say: Bs 

DEARLY BELOVED: Be fully persuaded that al- 
mighty God is the Lord of life and of death, and that 
all his creatures are so in his hands that without 
his will they cannot so much as move. Where- 
fore, know certainly that this is God’s visitation, 
coming not by chance, but by his fatherly hand. 

Know also that He will make whatever afflictions 

He sends upon us in this vale of tears, if they be 

received in the right spirit and used in the right 

way, turn out to our advantage, for He is able to 
do it, being almighty God, and willing also, being 

a faithful Father. 
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servant, Let thy tender mercies come unto me, — 
that I may live, for thy law is my delight. 

We glory in tribulations also, knowing that 
tribulation worketh patience, and patience ex- 
perience, and experience hope and hope maketh 
not ashamed, because the love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is 
given unto us. 

We are chastened of the. Lord, that we should 
not be condemned with the world. 

For which cause we faint not; but though our 
outward man perish, yet the inward man is re- 
newed day by day. For our light affliction, which 
is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory; while we 
look not at the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen; for the things which 
are seen are temporal, but the things which are 
not seen are eternal. 


III. 


THE Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures, He 
leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth 
my soul, He leadeth me in the paths of right- 
eousness for his name’s sake. Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil, for Thou art with me, thy rod and 
thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a 
table before me in the presence of mine enemies ; 
Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth 
over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever. 

_ For we know-that if our earthly house of this tab- 
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ernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, 
a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly desiring 
to be clothed upon with our house which is from 
heaven, if so be that being clothed we shall not 
be found naked. For we that are in this taber- 
nacle do groan, being burdened, not for that we 
would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mor- 
tality might be swallowed up of life. Now He 
that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is 
God, who also hath given unto us the earnest of 
the Spirit, Therefore we are always. confident, 
knowing that whilst we are at home in the body 
we are absent from the Lord (for we walk by 
faith, not by sight), we are confident, I say, and 
willing rather to be absent from the body and to 
be present with the Lord. Wherefore we labor 
that, whether present or absent, we may be ac- 
cepted of Him. 


IV. 


For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 
What I shall choose I wot not. ForI am inastrait 
betwixt two, having a desire to depart and to be 
with Christ, which is far better. 

For I am now ready to be offered, and the time 
of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith; henceforth there is laid up for me a crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, shall give me at that day, and not to me 
only but unto all them also that love his appear- 
ing. And the Lord shall deliver me from every 
evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly 
kingdom, to whom be glory forever and ever, 
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bruised reed nor quench the smoking flax. Shut 
not up thy tender mercies in displeasure, but 
make him to hear of joy and gladness, that the 
bones which Thou hast broken may rejoice. De- 
liver Aim from fear of the enemy, and lift up the 
light of thy countenance upon /zm and give him 
peace. 

Hear us, merciful Saviour, who, with the Father 
and the Holy Ghost, livest’ and reignest, ever one 
God, world without end. Amen. 


A Prayer for a Sick Child. 


O autmieuty Gop and merciful Father, to 
whom alone belong the issues of life and death, 
look down from heaven, we humbly beseech Thee, 
with the eyes of mercy upon this child, now lying 
upon the bed of sickness. Visit him, O Lord, with 
thy salvation, deliver him in thy good appointed 
time from his bodily pain and save his soul for thy 
mercies’ sake, that, if it shall be thy pleasure to 
prolong his days here on earth, he may live to Thee 
and be an instrument of thy glory, by serving 
Thee faithfully and doing good in his generation; 
or else receive him into those heavenly habitations, 
where the souls of those who sleep in the Lord 
Jesus enjoy perpetual rest and felicity. Grant this, 
O Lord, for thy mercies’ sake, in the name of thy 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth and reign- 
eth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen, 


Prayer for a Departing Soul. 


ALMIGHTY GoD, with whom do live the spirits 
of just men made perfect, we humbly commend 
our departing brother, into thy hands, as into the 
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heart the exhortation and warning of the apostle 
Paul: Let a man examine himself, and so let him 
eat of that bread and drink of that cup; for he 
that eateth and drinketh unworthily eateth and 
drinketh judgment to himself, not discerning the 
Lord’s body. 

Hear also how Saint John encourages those who 
are truly penitent, saying: If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

And again it is written: If thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thine heart that God hath raised Him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness, and with the 
mouth confession is made unto salvation. 


Then the Minister and all present shall kneel, and 
repeat the following Confession: 


ALMIGHTY and most merciful God, our heavenly 
Father, we draw nigh to Thee under a deep sense 
of our unworthiness and guilt. We have griev- 
ously sinned against Thee in thought, in word and 
in deed. We have come short of thy glory. We 
have broken thy commandments, and turned aside 
every one of us from the way of life, and in our- 
selves there is no soundness nor health. Yet now, 
O most merciful Father, hear us when we call upon 
Thee with penitent hearts, and for the sake of thy 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us. Pardon 
our sins and grant us thy peace. Take away our 
guilt. Purify us by the inspiration of thy Holy 
Spirit from all inward uncleanness, and make us 
able and willing to serve Thee in newness of life, 
to the glory of thy holy name, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, Amen. é 
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ALMIGHTY Gop, who desireth not the death of 
the sinner, but rather that he may turn: from his 
wickedness and live, and who gave his only Son, 
Jesus Christ, as a sacrifice and propitiation tor the 
sins of the whole world, have mercy upon you, 
pardon you, and deliver you from all your sins, 
establish you in his grace, grant unto you his Holy 
Spirit, and bring you to lite everlasting, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Then, all standing, the Minister shall proceed as fol- 
lows (the Creed may, however, be omitted): 

I BELIEVE in God, the Father Almighty, maker 
of heaven and earth: ‘ 

And in Jesus Christ, his only-begotten Son, our 
Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born 
of the Virgin Mary ; suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead and buried; He descended 
into hades; the third day He rose from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

Ibelieve in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness 
of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 


Let us pray. : 


Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in earth, as itis in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we for- 
give our debtors. And lead us not into tempta- 
tion. But deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
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Hear us, our heavenly Father, in these our hum- 
ble petitions, and grant unto us all things that we 
need, for body and soul, for time and eternity, for 
the sake of our Lord and Saviour, who has taught 
us to pray: j 

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, as itisin heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation. 
But deliver us from evil. For thine is the king- 
dom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 


Sunday Evening. 


Most merciful and gracious God, we come into 
thy presence through the mediation of our great 
High Priest, and in his name offer unto Thee our 
evening tribute of thanksgiving and praise. We 
thank Thee for all thy favors and blessings be- 
stowed upon us and upon all men. Especially do 
we thank Thee for the blessings we have received 
‘from thy hand during this holy day. Thou hast 
not only supplied our bodily wants, but Thou 
hast given unto us the bread of life. We thank 
‘Thee for the glorious gospel of thy dear Son which 
we have heard, and for the precious hopes with 
which Thou hast inspired us through thy holy 
word. Help us to look unto Jesus Christ as our only 
Saviour from sin and death, and to put our whole 
trust in Thee. Enlighten us more and more by the 
truth as itis in Jesus. Give us an abiding sense 
of thy goodness and a childlike confidence in 
thy love and mercy. Keep us from wandering 
from thy pathsand lead us in the way of life. 
Defend us from all the assaults of our enemies and 
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done in earth, as it isin heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temp- 
tation. But deliver us fromevil. For thine’is the 
iene and the power and the glory forever, 
men, c 


Monday Evening. 


Atmicuty Gop, Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and through Him our Father and the source 
of all our mercies, blessed be thy name for thy 
gracious protection throughout this day. Thy 
goodness is new every morning and thy faithful- 
ness every night. Accept, we beseech Thee, our 
thanksgiving for all thy mercies and favors be- 
stowed upon us during the day now closed, and be 
pleased to forgive whatever we have done amiss. 
Enter not into judgment with us for our sins, but 
cleanse us from all our guilt in the blood of Christ. 
Purge our hearts from all evil passions and desires, 
from envy, hatred and malice. May we never suf- 
fer the sun to go down upon our wrath, but may 
we always seek our rest with a conscience void of 
offense towards Thee and towards all men. 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, we beseech Thee, 
look graciously upon us as a family. Bless us in 
body and soul, in basket and store, in our going 
out and coming in and in all that concernsus.  Es- 
pecially bless us with all spiritual blessings. Help 
us in all things to put our firm trust and confidence 
in Thee. Fill our hearts with love to Thee and 
charity towards our fellowmen, and grant us a 
sure and joyful hope of everlasting life, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We pray for thy blessing upon all classes and 
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and true piety, and instrumental in furnishing effi- 
cient pastors and teachers for our congregations. 
Grant abundant success to all missionary and other 
Christian enterprises in which she is engaged, that 
her waste places may be cultivated and her spirit- 
ual destitutions speedily supplied. 

Let thy providence and care watch over us this 
day and all the days of our life, that we may never 
sin against Thee by idleness or folly, by evil com- 
pany or private sins, by word or deed, by thought or 
desire. Enable us so tospend the day thatit may be 
profitable to us and to others, and leave no sorrows 
or the remembrance of an evil conscience at night; 
and so conduct us through life by thy Holy Spirit, 
that when the days of our short abode on earth are 
done we may die in thy fear and fayor and rest in 
a holy hope, and at last return to the joys of a 
er resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our 

ord. 

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we for- 
give our debtors. And lead us not into temptation. 
But deliver us from evil. For thine is the king- 
dom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 


Friday Evening. 


Most merciful God, our heavenly Father, look 
graciously down upon us from heaven, the habita- 
tion of thy holiness, and accept the confession of 
our sins with our evening sacrifice of thanksgiving 
and praise. We would come into thy presence in 
the new and living way which Thou hast opened 
for us through the mediation of. our Lord Jesus 
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cious promises of pardon, through thy Son, Christ 
Jesus, in whose blood we have the atonement. 

Give us always, we beseech Thee, such a tender 
sense of thy mercies, that we may be truly thank- 
ful for them. Save us from hardness of heart, and 
from blindness of mind, that we may never neglect 
or abuse thy grace. Enable us honestly to improve 
all the talents which Thou hast committed to our 
trust, and let no worldly business nor love of 
pleasure draw our minds or hearts from the solemn 
concerns of the life to come. 

Let thy blessing, O Lord, be upon our persons, 
upon our labors, upon our substance and upon all 
that belongs to us. In prosperity may we not 
forget Thee, and in adversity may we still trust in 
thy wisdom, mercy and love, assured that whatever 
evils Thou dost send upon us in this vale of tears 
Thou wilt turn them to our good. 

Defend us, O Lord, and those who are near and 
dear to us ‘against the assaults of our enemies. 
Grant that this day we fall into no sin neither run 
into any kind of danger. May all our doings be 
ordered by Thee and meet with thy favor and 
blessing; that so we may walk, O Lord, in the 
light of thy countenance. 

Into thy hands, gracious Father, we now com- 
mend ourselves for this day and for all coming 
time. Glorify Thyself in all that we do and suffer; 
and grant us, we beseech Thee, in this world knowl- 
edge of thy truth and in the world to come life 
everlasting, through the mercy and mediation of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, to whom with Thee and 
the Holy Ghost, one God, be all honor and glory, 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall 
be, world without end. 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we for- 
. give our debtors. And lead us not into temptation. 
But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 


Saturday Evening. 


O Lorp Gop, our heayenly Father, who hast 
brought us safely through another day and to the 
close of another week, unto Thee we render our 
humble and hearty thanks, Give us, we beseech 
Thee, a due sense of the manifold favors Thou 
hast bestowed upon us through life ; and especially 
teach us to value as we ought thy great mercy in 
Christ Jesus, our Lord, through whom alone we 
enjoy the means of grace and the hope of glory. 

We confess, O Lord, that we have not served 
Thee according to the measure of our knowledge 
and ability. We have again and again broken thy 
laws and commandments, we have too much neg- 
lected thy warnings, we have resisted the quiet 
influences of thy Holy Spirit, and we have just 
cause to fear thy righteous judgments. We ac- 
knowledge and bewail our‘unworthiness. O merci- 
ful Father, accept our penitence, and give us the 
comforting assurance of pardon. By thy manifold 
and great mercies, by the all-sufficient merits of 
thy blessed Son, Jesus Christ, by his agony and 
bloody sweat, by his bitter cross and passion, by 
his glorious resurrection and ascension, by his con- 
tinual intercession for us at thy right hand, and by 


the grace and comforts of the Holy Ghost, good 
Lord deliver us. 


